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Day 1 / Tuesday, June 8 / Why We’re Here 
 
 
Day 1, Arriving (3:00-3:05) 
 
PROMPT: As you arrive, open our ICON Day 1 Discussion Forum page and share one reason you’re here—
then read others’ comments to start getting a sense of the different interests that bring us all here. 
 
 Day 1, Welcome and Overview of Goals for the Institute (3:05-3:15) 
 

• Identify and cultivate co-teaching and co-training opportunities to prepare graduate students to 
address complex problems with diverse and cross-disciplinary collaborators 

• Identify existing cross-disciplinary strengths on campus for ID teaching 
• Increase the number of interdisciplinary learning opportunities--courses, training, workshops 
• Prioritize future opportunities 
• Build community of practice for interdisciplinary graduate education at UI 

 
Questions to Consider This Week 
 

• How do we build ethical practices of inclusion, equity, reciprocity, mutual respect, co-creation 
into our relationships with students, colleagues, and, when appropriate, public partners in our 
collaborations?  

• What areas of knowledge and “wicked problems” would benefit from cross-disciplinary 
approaches? 

• What common features do team taught, cross-disciplinary educational opportunities share? 
• Can we reach consensus on core values, best practices, and processes to develop a course or 

other training opportunity? 
• How can we assess the impact of cross-disciplinary learning? 

 
 
 

 



Day 1, Introductions—Impromptu Networking Breakout Groups (3:15-3:35) 
 
PROMPT: We’ll spin you through 2-3 breakout groups of 2-3 participants for just 5 minutes. In each 
group, please jump right into responding to the following questions, alternating to be sure each person 
has a chance to contribute.  
 

• What is one small but satisfying instance when you learned from interdisciplinary engagement?  
• What is one hope you bring to this gathering?  
• What is one skill, set of experiences, insight you can contribute to this group? 

 
Day 1, Conversation: What Do Students Want? Designing from a Student-Centered Perspective  
(3:35-4:20) 
 
Moderator, Amanda Haertling Thein, Associate Provost for Graduate and Professional Education and 
Dean of the Graduate College 
Anna Seeger, MS, Engineering   
Danielle Land, PhD, Engineering  
Rebekah Estes, MS, Public Health  
Sylvea Hollis, PhD, History and Gender, Women’s and Sexuality Studies Certificate 
 
For bios: https://uihumanitiesforthepublicgood.com/2021-summer-institute-on-cross-disciplinary-
graduate-education-panelists/  
 
Day 1, Collectively Refining Our Goals for the Week—Breakout Discussions (4:20-4:45) 
 
What? So What? What Next? Break out into 4 groups with 1 grad guest in each group. Note the multiple 
steps for the conversation below. 
 
WHAT?  
Step 1 WRITE: Take 1 minute to jot down your individual thoughts before beginning the discussion, 
answering the following questions. What did you notice? What facts or observations stood out for you in 
the panel discussion? (You can use scratch paper or the ICON Forum—whatever suits you best.) 
  
In Step 1, just note key points you heard. Reserve judgment and hold off on problem-solving. This is a 
chance to capture what you’ve learned from listening carefully to our guests before moving to your own 
perspectives in Step 3. 
 
Step 2 SHARE: Ask each person to comment individually to include all voices. 
  
SO WHAT?  
Step 3 DISCUSS: Shift to SO WHAT? What patterns or themes emerged through your group members’ 
individual comments? What should we hold on to going forward? 
 
WHAT IF?  
Step 4 (if time allows): Without worrying about obstacles—what possibilities could we consider? 
 



FISHBOWL: Choose a representative to share highlights of the group discussion in a closing Fishbowl. 
Reps—please add an asterisk in front of your name. 
 
Day 1, Fishbowl—Clarifying Our Purpose (4:45-4:55) 
 
One person from each group will share highlights from the discussion. What new or clarified goals for the 
Institute would you suggest based on your discussion?  
 
RECORD—Everyone—as you listen, note your own additional observations and questions into our ICON 
Day 1 Discussion Forum.  
 
Day 1, Conclusion—Homework and Preparation for Day 2 (4:55-5:00) 
 
Preparation for Day 2  
 
REFLECT: Please visit our ICON site and take 5 minutes to comment on the Day 1 End of Day Reflection 
Board—What is one thing you learned from the students that we need to remember? Feel free to read 
comments by other participants and to respond to their suggestions.  
 
READ: Deborah Dezure. “Interdisciplinary Pedagogies in Higher Education.” In The Oxford Handbook of 
Interdisciplinarity. 2nd ed. Eds: Robert Frodeman, Julie Thompson Klein, and Roberto C.S. Pacheco. Oxford: 
Oxford UP, 2017: 558-570. On ICON 
 
 
Day 2 / Wednesday, June 9 / Session 1 / 10:00 – 12:00 /  
 
Day 2, Welcome Back with Positive Gossip (10:00-10:05) 
 
PROMPT: As you arrive, drop into CHAT one fascinating detail you learned from someone in the group 
yesterday--whether a speaker or a fellow participant. 
 
Day 2, Campus Collaborations 1: Problem Based Courses (10:05-11:00) 
 
Moderator: Dave Cwiertny 
 
Travis Kraus, School of Planning and Public and Public Affairs 
Chuck Connerly, School of Planning and Public Affairs 
Loyce Arthur, Theatre Arts 
 
Jodie Plumert, Psychological and Brain Sciences 
Joe Kearney, Computer Science 
 
For bios: https://uihumanitiesforthepublicgood.com/2021-summer-institute-on-cross-disciplinary-
graduate-education-panelists/  
 
During the session, please share ideas you want to be sure we remember on the Day 2 ICON Discussion 
Board.  



Day 2, 5 Breakout Groups with 4-5 Participants and a Panelist (11:00-11:40) 
 
PROMPT: Take a minute to drop a response in CHAT to this first question. Coming out of my discipline in 
XXXXX, if I could teach in one of these courses, I would bring YYYY (Areas of Knowledge? Research 
questions? Skills? Contacts?) to the course. 
 
Suggested topics for discussion 

• What questions do you have for the panelist in your group? 
• What is one detail about these courses you found surprising? 
• How did the panelists confirm or challenge the reading on pedagogy for today? 
• What kind of topics or methods that I teach would benefit from collaborative teaching and why? 
• What pitch would you make to your colleagues to support that course or to potential students to 

take that course? 
 

DOCUMENT: As you converse, thanks for jotting notes in our ICON Day 2 Discussion Forum.  
We welcome practical suggestions and broader philosophical reflections alike. 
 
FISHBOWL: Choose a representative to speak for the group for a closing Fishbowl who was not a 
speaker in the previous Fishbowl. Reps—please add an asterisk in front of your name. 
 
Day 2, Fishbowl (11:40-12:00) 
 
What 3 ideas from your group should we carry into this afternoon’s discussion?   
 
PROMPT: Listeners--add your own vote for “ideas to keep” in the ICON Day 2 Discussion Forum.  
 
Day 2, Lunch Break (12:00-1:30) 
 
Day 2, Campus Collaborations 2: Inquiry-Guided Format and the BIG IDEAS courses (1:30-2:20) 
 
Moderator: Teresa Mangum 
Cornelia Lang, Physics and Astronomy and Associate Dean for Undergraduate Education, College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Uday Kumar, Mechanical Engineering and the Associate Dean for Graduate Programs and Research, 
College of Engineering 
Andrew Forbes, Biology 
Alaine Hippee, Biology 
Paul Dilley, Classics and Religious Studies 
 
For bios: https://uihumanitiesforthepublicgood.com/2021-summer-institute-on-cross-disciplinary-
graduate-education-panelists/ 
 
Day 2, Breakout Groups with Guests—15% Solution (2:30-3:00) 
 
PROMPT: Take two minutes to jot down your ideas in response to the following questions on your own. 
Then, ask each person in the group to comment. 
 



Suggested Discussion Questions 
 

• As a group, choose three areas at the UI where we have strength for a GRADUATE level “Big 
Ideas” course.  

• Given what we’ve heard from the morning and afternoon groups, what could first steps be 
toward planning a co-taught course in one or more of those areas?  

• Rather than thinking in all or nothing terms (we must have course buyouts, our colleges won’t 
allow this), consider—what is your 15% Solution? That is--Where do you have discretion and 
freedom to act? What can you do without more resources or authority? 

 
RECORD: Ask one group member to share a brief summary of your Big Ideas areas and possible steps on 
the Day 2 ICON Discussion Forum.   
 
FISHBOWL: Choose one representative for a closing Fishbowl who hasn’t yet spoken in a Fishbowl to 
share three possible areas for GRADUATE Big Ideas courses, building on existing strengths at the UI. 
Reps—please add an asterisk in front of your name. 
 
Day 2, Fishbowl Share three possible areas for GRADUATE Big Ideas courses, building on existing 
strengths at the UI. (3:00-3:15) 
 
RECORD: Listeners—feel free to add your suggestions (or votes) in the Day 2 ICON Discussion Forum.   
 
Day 2, Conclusion and Preparation for Day 3 (3:15-3:30) 
 
Preparation for Day 3  
 
REFLECT: Please visit our ICON Day 2 End of Day Reflection Board and take 5 minutes to comment—What 
area of strength holds potential for cross-disciplinary learning—whether methods, skills, shared 
professionalization needs, or wicked problems and WHY? Feel free to read comments by other 
participants and to respond to their suggestions, if you like.  
 
READ: Regina F. Bendix, Kilian Bizer, Dorothy Noyes. “Chapter 2: Zones, Exchanges, Boundaries, 
Communities: Thin and Thick Interdisciplinarity.” In Sustaining Interdisciplinary Collaboration: A Guide for 
the Academy. Urbana: U of Illinois P, 2017: 14-27.  
 
WATCH THREE VIDEOS: We asked Day 3 visitors to record 5-10 minute videos introducing themselves and 
summarizing their projects. Please watch these BEFORE tomorrow’s sessions so that we can jump right 
into conversations versus presentations at the two sessions tomorrow.  
 
 
Day 3 /  Thursday, June 10 / Session 1 / 10:00 – 12:00 / 
 
Day 3, Key Takeaways from Day 2 and from Reading for Today (10:00-10:05) 
 
Prompt: As you arrive, please drop into CHAT thoughts about the reading that you hope we’ll weave 
into our discussions today. 
 



Day 3, Conversation: Teaching the Environment (10:05-11:05) 
(Please watch 10-minute video in advance, see above) 
 
Peter DeCarlo, Associate Professor, Department of Environmental Health and Engineering at Johns 
Hopkins University 
 
Bethany Wiggin, Associate Professor, German; Affiliated Faculty, Program in Comparative Literature and 
the Department of English; Founding Director of the Penn Program in Environmental Humanities, 
University of Pennsylvania 
 
To learn more about the project they discuss, skim these websites: 
http://schuylkillcorps.org/ 
https://ppeh.sas.upenn.edu/onwater-intensive  
https://penntoday.upenn.edu/news/reconsiderations-past-present-and-future-new-environmental-
humanities-book  
 
For bios: https://uihumanitiesforthepublicgood.com/2021-summer-institute-on-cross-disciplinary-
graduate-education-panelists/  
 
 
Day 3, Two Breakout Groups, one with each guest (11:05-11:45) 
 
Possible topics for discussion: 
 

• What questions do you have for the speakers? 
• Imagine courses we might design here, drawing from their approach— 
• Who are your imagined students and how do you design for THEIR needs and interests?  
• What could your imagined course DO for your students? 
• How do you develop a common language and trust among students? 
• Why is it better together? 
• What do you want students to remember 10 years from now? 
• Where could you start? (Which might not be with a class?)  

 
Optional Prompt: We hope the group will tuck notes into the ICON Day 3 Discussion Forum.  
 
Day 3, Final Thoughts from Our Guests—What Advice Would You Leave Us With? (11:45-12:00) 
 
Mad Tea—Without hitting send, respond to the following in CHAT: 
 
Based on the discussion, if I were still a student and I could take an imaginary multi-disciplinary course 
next semester, that course would be___________ and one activity would be _______________.  
Remember—wait until we ask you to hit send. 
 
 
Day 3, Lunch Break (12:00-1:30) 
 
Day 3, Conversation—Connecting Interdisciplinarity and Engaged Learning (1:30-2:20) 



 
Nick Benson, Executive Director, Office of Community Engagement 
Travis Kraus, Associate Professor, Iowa School of Planning and Public Affairs and Director, Iowa Initiative 
for Sustainable Communities 
Lucie Laurian, Professor and Director of the School of Planning and Public Affairs 
Christine Getz, Professor of Musicology, School of Music and Associate Dean for Graduate Education and 
Outreach and Engagement, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
 
For bios: https://uihumanitiesforthepublicgood.com/2021-summer-institute-on-cross-disciplinary-
graduate-education-panelists/  
 
Optional Prompt: We hope the group will tuck notes into the ICON Day 3 Discussion Forum.  
 
Day 3, Conversation—Equity Issues in Health Sciences (2:30-3:20) 
(Please watch 2 5-minute videos in advance, see above) 
 
Catharyn Turner, M.D., Pediatrician and Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist in Towson, Maryland and 
affiliated with Sheppard Pratt Hospital 
Mara Buchbinder, Associate Professor of Social Medicine and Adjunct Associate Professor of 
Anthropology and Core Faculty, Center for Bioethics, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Cate Dicharry, Director, Writing and Humanities Program, Carver College of Medicine   
 
For bios: https://uihumanitiesforthepublicgood.com/2021-summer-institute-on-cross-disciplinary-
graduate-education-panelists/  
 
Optional Prompt: We hope the group will tuck notes into the ICON Day 3 Discussion Forum.  
 
Goals for Friday (3:20-3:30) 
 
Closing Mad Tea 1—Without hitting send, respond to the following in CHAT: What is one AHA moment 
you had today? 
 
Preparation for Day 4 
 
REFLECT—On our ICON End of Day 3 Reflections page, please tell us what would inspire you to be part of 
a learning community focused on developing interdisciplinary teaching and learning opportunities in the 
coming year?  
 
Day 4 / Friday, June 11 / Single Session / 10:00 – 12:00 / 
 
Charting a Path Forward—What We Need From Each Other 
 
Because we want this Institute to reflect ALL of our interests and discoveries together, we will wait to 
frame the final discussion until we see what we’ve accomplished in our first three days together.  This will 
be an active work session, and we’ll share a plan for Friday with you on Thursday evening. Here are 
questions we’re already pondering that we’ll refine based on our discussions. 
 



• How do we determine what students want and need? 
• Where are our strengths—where we could imagine co-taught courses? 
• How do we build ethical practices of inclusion, equity, reciprocity, mutual respect, co-creation 

into our relationships with students, colleagues, and, when appropriate, public partners in our 
collaborations?  

• What areas of knowledge and “wicked problems” would benefit from cross-disciplinary 
approaches? 

• How do we identify opportunities? 
• How do we build our own expertise? 
• What skills do we need to teach across disciplines?  
• What forms of collaborative learning could we design in additional to conventional courses? 
• What have we missed? Share your ideas—we’ll keep the ICON site open for continued discussion. 

 
 
Thank you for spending this week thinking together. We hope many of you and others you recommend 
will continue working with us, along with interested Associate Deans for Graduate Education and 
colleagues from the Graduate College, through the 2021-22 school year.  
 
Dave and Teresa 

 
 


